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and fresh air as your employers. You are entitled to insist upon
having leisure and recreation from day to day. But you have
also corresponding duties to perform. You must render diligent
and faithful service to your employers, You have to look after the
property of your employers as if it was your own. You must not
seduce a single one of the employees from service. You may not
absent yourselves without permission. These simple rights and
duties once being understood must always be inisted upon and
fulfilled as the case may be.
The next question therefore that arises is what are you to do
if the employers will not employ you on your own terms. After
having respectfully tendered your submission to your employers you
should no more think about that submission. But you must set
about working for your own livelihood. I have therefore suggested
to the mill-hands of Ahmedabad and the railway employees on the
Assam-Bengal Railway and the employees of the River Steam
Navigation Company that they should always have a supplementary
occupation to fall back upon, and the only occupation that thou-
sands upon thousands of our countrymen can usefully occupy them-
selves in is hand-spinning, carding and weaving. All these three
things are as easy as they are universal. I assure you and I ask you
to accept the assurance of an experienced spinner and weaver. If you
will diligently work at this occupation for not less than 8 hours a
day, you will, each one of you, earn as much as Re. 1 per day. As
a spinner you will earn perhaps As. 3 per day but as an accom-
plished weaver you can command a wage of Re. 1 per day. Your
wives, your sisters, your mothers, your little children of 7 or 8
years can all lend a helping hand to you in earning your livelihood
in this fashion. The more there are of you, the more you earn.
The question therefore for those who have got large families is
solved automatically and when you have learnt the dignity of your
state and when you have also understood you have an occupation
to fall back upon, you will not be violent either against your
employers or against those who choose to seek employment under
them. If you will but follow my advice you will find that you
will not only become self-reliant, but the relation between your-
selves and your employers will be of the healthiest character.
When every labourer, man or woman, in the land thinks of
swaraj and self-purification, let me assure you that if you accept
my advice you will accelerate the day of swaraj. If you are
Mussulmans you will soon find that you are not only supporting
yourselves honourably, but you are discharging your obligations
to Islam in the most faithful manner.